SEP . 22 . 2003 6 : 17PM CROWETL & MORIISG LLP 



NO. 084 P.4 



Application No. 10/024,570 

Reply dated Sqptember 22, 2003 

Response to Office Attioa d^ted May 20, 2003 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings^ of claiins in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (ciOT^tly am€?nde4) A filter arrmigement according to claim 4 9, wherein the 
first seal assembly is arranged on the filter element in such a way that it fits sealingly against 
a housing wall within a predefined axial range of motion and wherein the second seal 
assembly is arranged on the filter element in such a way that it fits sealingly against an 
axiaUy e xtending h onsing w all w ithin a p redefined r ange o f m oti on, w herein t he r ange o f . 
motion for the second seal assembly is longer than the range of motion of the first seal 
assembly, 

3. (curteotly amended) A filter arrangement according to c laim 2, whsrein the 
first range of motion is defined by an axial projection against which tiie first seal assembly 
fits within the housing between ae fiie inlet for the liquid to be filtered and the return flow 
channel. 

4. (currently amended) A filter arrangement according to claim 2, wherein the 
first range of motion is defined by a first seal ring thai fits against an axiaUy extending 
projection within the housing between an Ihe inlet for the liquid to be filtered and the return 
flow channel. 

5. A filter arrangement according to claim 2, wherein the first range of motion is 
defined by a seal member located axially between flie filter element and a housing fioor, and 
wherein said seal member ext^ds radially to said axiaUy extending housing wall to define 
the second range of motion. 

6. (currently amended) A filter arrangement according to claim 2, wherein the 
first seal assembly extends radially outwardly beyond a radial edge of the filt^ element to 

I 
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form a mCTibrane surface in ftotit of «^ the inlet for unfiltered liquid, so that back flow of the 
imfiltered liquid is partially bloclced. 

7. (original) A filter arrangmeiit according to claim 6, whsrem said 
membrane surface cooperates mtb a stop surface on tibie housing to partially block back flow 
of the mifiltered liquid 

8. (cutrently amended) A filter arrangement according to claim i 9, wherein the 
liqnid to be filtered is a fiiel or a lubricant for an internal combustion engine of a motor 
vehicle. 

9. (new) A filter airangemettt for a Kquid comprising: 
an inlet; 

a filter element that is axially inserted into a filter housing; 
a retimi flow channel; 

a first seal assembly which ^als the tetum flow channel during operation of 
the filter arrangement to prev^ fluid communicatLon between an unfiltered side of the filter 
elemmt and the return flow channel and whidi i& disposed in firont of the inlet to reduce back 
flow of unfiltered liquid fkom the unfilteced side of the filter element to the inlet of the filter 
arrangement during operation; and 

a second filter assembly, wherein when the filter element is being axiaUy 
withdrawn from the filter housing, the first seal assembly is initially released to enable return 
flow of unfiltered liquid into the return flow channel, and as the withdrawal of the filter 
element continues, the second iilter ass^bly is released to enable return flow of filtered 
liquid into the return flow channel. 



Received froni< > at 9/22fD3S:13:S3PM [Eastern DayBpTimel 



Page 3 of 7 



